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Synopsis

More than 6 years after his death David Halberstam remains one of this country’s most respected
journalists and revered authorities on American life and history in the years since WWII. A Pulitzer
Prize-winner for his ground-breaking reporting on the Vietnam War, Halberstam wrote more than 20
books, almost all of them bestsellers. His work has stood the test of time and has become the
standard by which all journalists measure themselves.The Teammates is the profoundly moving
story of four great baseball players who have made the passage from sports icons--when they were
young and seemingly indestructible--to men dealing with the vulnerabilities of growing older. At the
core of the book is the friendship of these four very different men--Boston Red Sox teammates
Bobby Doerr, Dominic DiMaggio, Johnny Pesky, and Ted Williams--who remained close for more
than sixty years.The book starts out in early October 2001, when Dominic DiMaggio and Johnny
Pesky begin a 1,300-mile trip by car to visit their beloved friend Ted Williams, whom they know is
dying. Bobby Doerr, the fourth member of this close group--"my guys," Williams used to call them--is
unable to join them.This is a book--filled with historical details and first-hand accounts--about

baseball and about something more: the richness of friendship.
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Customer Reviews

The 1946 World Series match-up between Boston and the St. Louis Cardinals went to seven games
before Boston finally lost the championship, and Halberstam makes this seventh game come alive
in all its frustrating excitement. The book is unique, however, not because of its rehash of old ball
games, but because it brings back an era, more than a half-century ago, when close and supportive

friendships developed between players who spent their whole careers on the same team. Telling



the story of the sixty-year friendship of baseball greats Ted Williams, Bobby Doerr, Dom DiMaggio,
and Johnny Pesky of the Boston Red Sox, Halberstam shows the kind of friendship which was
possible in an era in which players were people, not commodities.Warm and nostalgic, the book
opens in October, 2001, as Dom DiMaggio, accompanied by Boston writer Dick Flavin and Johnny
Pesky, makes a melancholy car trip from Boston to Florida to pay a last visit to Ted Williams, who is
dying. As the men drive from Boston to Florida, they reminisce about their playing days more than
fifty years in the past, recalling anecdotes about their friendship and talking about their lives,
post-baseball.Halberstam uses these memories as the framework of this book, describing the men
from their teenage years. All were from the West Coast, all were about the same age, all arrived in
Boston to begin their careers within the same two-year period, and all shared similar values. Ted
Williams, "the undisputed champion of contentiousness," was the most dominant of the group.
Bobby Doerr was Williams’s closest friend and roommate, "a kind of ambassador from Ted to the

rest of the world," Doerr himself being "very simply among the nicest and most balanced men.

Just in time for the great Red Sox season of ‘03, the one in which they definitely will win the World
Series, comes this rich portrait of four former Sox teammates: Bobby Doerr, Dominic DiMaggio,
Johnny Pesky and the immortal Ted Williams. David Halberstrom’s book could almost be an
addendum to Tom Brokaw’s Greatest Generation, this chronicle of four Depression-era scrappers
from California sandlots and their lives both between the lines and, just as interesting, outside
them.In just under 200 pages, we travel with DiMaggio, Pesky, and friend Dick Flavin from
Massachusetts to Florida to pay one last visit to their beloved teammate before his death. We learn
about the remarkably similar paths each player took to the big league Red Sox, and what a different
world baseball was before free agency. We get a peek at the closeness between these men - a
bond stronger than family ties.It's remarkable, for instance, to learn that Joe DiMaggio, the great
icon who hit in 56 straight games, led the Yankees through all those glory years, and married
Marilyn Monroe, actually felt that his brother Dominic had bettered him in life. Dominic a successful,
always hardworking businessman, retired wealthy after running a manufacturing company and had
a tighter relationship with Ted Williams than with Joe. He was there for Ted, visiting and calling
every day right up to Ted’s death. It's remarkable that each of Ted’'s teammates Doerr, Pesky and
DiMaggio seemed to have had more successful lives outside baseball than Ted ever could. Ted
Williams and Joe DiMaggio...American legends, yet they never had much success with families or

work...precisely what Ted’'s teammates were great at.
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